famous figures like Maria Edgeworth, Sydney Owenson and Sir Walter Scott, as well as numerous politicians, but also many lesser-known persons.
Chapter 5 provides a useful survey of barely known provincial salons in Ireland and England, where reading was conducted as a communal activity, where books and ideas circulated freely. One example is Anna Miller's circle, which was devoted to poetic games, competitions and the patronage of Anna Seward, but found itself ridiculed by Horace Walpole. These salons did not exist independently of one another but were linked by visitors, correspondence and the exchange of material books. Chapter 6 maps out the effects of the 1798 Rebellion: Dublin lost its status as political and cultural centre, while many of those interested in intellectual exchange continued to run their circles in England. Finally, alternatives to the reading of unpublished literary manuscripts (a key activity of eighteenth-century salons) are described: theatricals, reading circles, book clubs.
Prendergast's study is immensely useful in many respects. Among its shortcomings is the fact that the nomenclature sometimes seems rather strict: What is the exact difference between a Bluestocking, a salonnière and a hostess, between a circle and a salon? Are Bluestocking women only ever mutually supportive? Debates around luxury goods (and exclusive interiors; see e.g. Maxine Berg), research on women's travel writing, or book studies might throw additional light on the salons. Moreover, the textual layers of the source material, ranging from unpublished manuscripts to sometimes highly problematic nineteenth-century editions, to modern, accurate editions, should be mentioned. Yet overall, Prendergast's study is impressive and highly informative.
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